The use of monoclonal antibodies to Neisseria lactamica in an antigen selection to Neisseria meningitides B vaccine.
Abstract Neisseria lactamica, a commensal bacterium that is non-pathogenic to humans and is usually found in the upper respiratory tract of children, is closely related to the pathogenic species Neisseria meningitidis. Colonization by Neisseria lactamica can be responsible for the development of natural immunity to meningococcal infection in childhood, when rates of meningococcal carriers are low. These features suggest that N. lactamica components can be key elements in the production of a new vaccine for N. meningitidis. The production of monoclonal antibodies for N. lactamica is an important tool in the selection of new antigens for the preparation of a vaccine for N. meningitidis B.